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READ 
• Luke’s gospel from 9:51-19:44 begins with Jesus determined to go to Jerusalem and culminates with His triumphal 

entry to the city. This section could be summarized as “the Road to the Cross.” 

• Read Luke 12:13-21 and consider what lesson the Holy Spirit intends us to learn.   

EXAMINE
• Look back through Luke 11-12, what do you see about the size of  this crowd (11:29; 12:1)? The crowd’s makeup 

(11:14,27,37,45; 12:1) and who all spoke up while Jesus is teaching, along with the sort of  questions they asked 
(11:1,15,27,45,53)? 

• Now, looking at this current passage, who is speaking up and what do they want? What are they focusing on? How 
does Jesus respond? When Jesus asks the man, who made Jesus his judge or arbitrator, Jesus is gently pointing the 
man to a fact that he may not see. Jesus is ultimately our judge and was made that by the Father.  

• But Jesus refuses to arbitrate in this matter; why do you think that is? Instead, he addresses both men and gives 
them a warning that gets to the root of  their problem. In so doing, he also warns us. What reminder and caution are 
given here? 

• In the passages leading up to this, Jesus uses these interactions with the crowd to further his teaching and to 
distinguish how we should be thinking as a part of  His Kingdom. Jesus does the same here. Take a moment and 
look at the parable that he tells. What do you notice about the rich farmer, about his property, about his successes, 
and about where his focus is? 

• At first, we may ask ourselves what is wrong here. He needs a place to store his grain, he has been given a lot, 
shouldn’t he enjoy it? But take a little closer look: he is planning; but without God. He has barns, which he destroys 
to make the bigger ones. There is no one in his thoughts but him. No outward focus; only his own comfort. Could 

 he do something else with the excess? 

• In the parable, how does God rebuke this man? How does Jesus finish the parable? 

APPLY
• There are times when our perspective on things is focused on us alone. We start to get tunnel vision. If  only I 
 can get what is coming to me. If  only I earn more. If  only I had enough put away. What does Jesus say to us in 

these situations? 

• Are you covetous in your life? Is your life focused only on acquiring an abundance of  possessions? Where are you 
laying up your treasure?  

• Is God’s kingdom in your planning? What is one specific way that you can be “rich toward God” today? Is there 
someone you can help or something you have not taken the time to do? 

PRAY
• Take time to write out below a prayer of  praise, confession of  sins and/or requests based on this passage:
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