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READ 
• Luke’s gospel from 9:51-19:44 begins with Jesus determined to go to Jerusalem and culminates with His triumphal 

entry to the city. This section could be summarized as “the Road to the Cross.” 

• Read Luke 12:49-53 and consider what lesson the Holy Spirit intends us to learn.    

EXAMINE
• In verses 49-51 the Lord Jesus tells His followers one of  His purposes for coming. What does He reveal to be His 

purpose on the earth?  

• How will Jesus accomplish His purpose (see “baptism” and refer to Mark 10:38 for more context about the meaning)? 

• What do you observe about the Lord’s attitude towards His purpose? How does He describe His attitude? 

• The “fire” (49) and “division” (51) were prophesied by John the Baptist to be the work Jesus came to do. For context, 
read Luke 3:15-17. What is the connection between John’s prophecy and Luke 12:49-51? 

• In verses 52-53 the Lord Jesus describes the affect He will have on common households. What will happen, according 
to Jesus, and why will that happen to families?

APPLY
• What is your initial reaction to this admittedly hard saying of  Jesus? Does His message surprise you? How will it 

be offensive to some people? How do you think it will assure others? 

• Where have you observed the family division Jesus refers to in Luke 12:52-53? Have you experienced any of  those 
affects in your immediate family? If  so, how? 

• If  someone said to you, “God wants everyone to coexist; He doesn’t want us to be divided,” how would you 
respond, knowing what Jesus reveals in this passage?  

PRAY
• Take time to write out below a prayer of  praise, confession of  sins and/or requests based on this passage:
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