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READ 
• God chooses the family of Israel to bring His promised redemption to all of creation. From this family, 

God chooses Joseph to keep the family of Israel alive during a famine so that Jesus Christ may be born 
through them and redemption for all of creation!

• Read Genesis 37:1-36 and pray for the Holy Spirit to bring understanding to you through His Word. 

EXAMINE 
• Who is Jacob and what is his significance in God’s Story of Redemption? (To review, look over 

Genesis 25-35.)
• Why does Jacob love Joseph the most? Why did Jacob’s sons hate Joseph so strongly?
• What is happening in both of Joseph’s dreams? What is the main difference between the first and 
 the second?
• How do you see the sin of jealousy and anger in this story? Why were Joseph’s brothers jealous, and 

what did they do about it? Where else might we see jealousy and anger between siblings in the Bible? 
• How did Jacob respond to Joseph’s “death”? What does this reveal about his love for his son? 
 
APPLY 
• Similar to Joseph’s brothers, unrepented jealousy can produce all sorts of divisions and strife.  Has the 

Lord identified any jealousy you have towards someone? How does this jealousy affect the way you talk 
about them or treat them? How might this story be a warning to you, and what might be God’s solution 
for you?

• In verses 18-20, Joseph’s brothers are mocking him and seek to prove his dreams wrong.  How might 
this account of Joseph parallel how Jesus was treated by His kindred? How were God’s plans still 
accomplished in both men’s lives, regardless of human effort to thwart them? How might this help us 
cling to God’s promises amid oppression from others and the enemy? 

• What truths from God’s Word can you cling to when facing family strife and the effects of the sins 
 of others? 
 
PRAY
• Respond to this passage with repentance of any sin that was revealed, thankfulness to our Savior who 

purchased our forgiveness and restoration, and adoration to our Sovereign God who fulfills all of His 
promises to us through Jesus.
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