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READ 
• God chooses the family of Israel to bring His promised redemption to all of creation. From this family, 

God chooses Joseph to keep the family of Israel alive during a famine so that Jesus Christ may be born 
through them and make peace between God and creation.

• Read Genesis 39 and pray for the Holy Spirit to bring understanding to you through His Word.

EXAMINE 
• In vs 1-6, what do you see as the sole explanation for Joseph’s successes? How was Joseph a blessing 

to those around him?
• Why does Joseph refuse the sexual temptation from Potiphar’s wife (vs 7-9)? Why does Joseph say that 

sinning would be a “great wickedness and sin against God”? 
• How does Joseph refuse the sexual temptation from Potiphar’s wife (vs 8-10, 12)?  What does this tell us 

about what Joseph values?
• What do the wife’s words and actions (vs 7, 10-19) reveal about what she values? 
• How do verses 21-23 compare to the beginning of this chapter in Potiphar’s home? 
• Why do you think Joseph remains faithful to the Lord in Egypt? 

APPLY 
• How we respond to temptations helps us identify what we value, worship, and live for. What temptations 

have you faced recently? No matter how enticing it is, what would it look like for you to respond as 
Joseph did – refuse, ignore, and flee? What would be the motivation for doing so? 

• In vs 9, Joseph called the act for what it truly is – a sin against God. We often want to call sin by another 
name, for example, calling something “self-esteem” instead of the sin of pride, or “fitting in” instead 
of the sin of covetousness. What examples of calling sin by another name do you see in your life and 
our culture?  

• What do we learn about commitment to God from Joseph’s life? What should our commitment to God 
be built upon?

• Do you ever find yourself like Potiphar’s wife? In vs 7, we learn that she set her focus on Joseph. What 
ungodly things do we set our focus on? What is God’s solution for us? 

PRAY
• Take some time to pray in response to what the Holy Spirit revealed to you. 

- Adoration - Worship God for His faithful commitment to being our deliverer  
 and Shepherd. 
- Confession - List your sins before the Lord and agree with Him that they are sins.
- Thanksgiving - Offer thanks to God for forgiveness and providing a way out of sin each time. 
- Supplication - Present your request before the Lord & intercede for those who are struggling 
 amid temptations.
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