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READ
• Read Genesis chapter 45 and consider the lesson the Holy Spirit intends us to learn.
EXAMINE
• How would you describe Joseph’s perspective on what happened to him in verses 5, 7, and 8?
• What sins does he ascribe to his brothers in this text?
• What evidence of God’s work does Joseph encourage his brothers to see?
• Verses 21-28 describes what the brothers were given to take back to their father as a gift from Pharoah.
In verse 24, Joseph tells his brothers “Not to quarrel on the way!” Why do you think he might have told
his brothers this?
APPLY
• It is believed that over 20 long years had passed between Joseph’s betrayal by his brothers to his disclosure to them of his identity in Genesis 45. Have you ever been in an unpleasant position or experienced
circumstances for a long period of time, that eventually, like Joseph, you realized that God “sent” you
there to be used by Him in a great way?
• How have you seen God work good things out of hard situations that seemed to be hopeless?
• If you have felt the pain of betrayal by a loved one, could it be that God is allowing someone’s sin to
“send you” to a place or situation where He will use you in a mighty way?
PRAY
Thank you, Jesus, for being a holy, sovereign God. Thank you for your word and the example that is
written for us about the story of Joseph. Please help us learn that while this life on earth is overwhelming
and confusing if we take our eyes off you, we can take comfort in knowing that you are in control. Help us
to remember that if we are truly your obedient child, then you are causing or allowing our circumstances in
our lives. Help us to trust that you are working all things in our life for your glory and our good. Help us to
remember that you love us so much that you sacrificed your life for ours. Thank you for being our promise
keeper. We love you. In Jesus’ holy name we pray, Amen.
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